
Nepean Conservation Group Inc Fostering biodiversity and habitat corridors                                                   © Dr Ursula M de Jong 

Fostering biodiversity and habitat corridors      Ursula de Jong

Bridgewater Bay (Blairgowrie) Habitat Corridors Mapping
Prepared for the NCG January 2022 by Sundew Ecological Services



Nepean Conservation Group Inc Fostering biodiversity and habitat corridors                                                   © Dr Ursula M de Jong 

Bridgewater Bay, Blairgowrie

Aerial image – location of study 
site
Figure 1 from report

The approximately 61.2-hectare study 
area is bound by Kirwood Street to 
the north-west, Melbourne Road to 
the north-east, Royadie Road to the 
south-east and the Mornington 
Peninsula National Park to the south 
and south-west. The study area is 
known as the Bridgewater Bay 
precinct.

Bridgewater Bay is a distinct existing 
unmade roads precinct, with a 
designated ‘neighbourhood 
character’. The study area is 
characterised by unmade roads, a 
proximity to the ocean and a treed 
canopy consisting of a mixture of 
indigenous, planted native and exotic 
species. Whilst the area is dominated 
by smaller blocks, there are some 
larger blocks that abut the National 
Park.  
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Bridgewater Bay, Blairgowrie

Indigenous vegetation Cover 
Mapping across the study area
Figure 2 from report
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EVC=Ecological Vegetation Class
CAS= Coastal Alkaline Scrub 
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EVC=Ecological Vegetation Class
CAS= Coastal Alkaline Scrub 
EVC A309= Calcareous Swale Graassland
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Bridgewater Bay, Blairgowrie

EVC Ecological Vegetation Class 
Mapping of the study area
Figure 7 from report
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Tea Trees (6.1.1)

“… the identification of the three stages of the Coast Tea-tree
succession cycle, are outlined below. In this succession cycle,
Calcareous Swale ‘Grassland’ (given the right conditions)
occurs in Stage 3 of the cycle:

• Stage 1- early succession (dense stands of regenerating Coast
Tea-tree; 0 to 40-50 years)

• Stage 2- transition/collapse (the dense stands start to
collapse and open-up; 40-60 years)

• Stage 3- vegetation climax (an open grassy/sedgeland
dominated community with islands of trees/shrubs including
Coast Tea-trees; 50-60 years plus)”. (p.25)
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Moonah woodlands (6.1.4)
FFG Act listed floristic community Coastal Moonah 
Woodland was generally associated with limestone
ridgesandoutcropsacrosstheNepeanPeninsula,
manyofwhichoccurredabove the 15-20m contour
level.

“…in the Bridgewater Bay Habitat Corridors project 
study area, where just about all patches of Moonahs 
were observed below the 15m contour level, 
however they were mostly associated with the ridges 
and tops of sand dunes across the study area, so 
they were occuring in the highest points of the study 
area landscape.” p.26 
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6.1.5Coast Banksias across the
Landscape

The location of large old remnant Coast
Banksias were mapped as part of the
Calcareous Swale ‘Grassland’ project
undertaken for the MPSC to test a
hypothesis from previous vegetation
mapping work in the Peninsula (The
vegetation of the Nepean Peninsula,
Victoria – an historical perspective’;
Moxham et al, 2009); that Coast Banksias
are an indicator species of the former
presence of Calcareous Swale ‘Grassland’
acrosstheNepean Peninsula

To complement the large old remnant
Coast Banksia mapping undertaken as
part of the Calcareous Swale ‘Grassland’
project, they were also mapped for the
Bridgewater Bay Habitat Corridors
(BBHC) project when observed.

All these large old remnant Coast
Banksias are significant species
within the study area, that should
be protected if possible.



Nepean Conservation Group Inc Fostering biodiversity and habitat corridors                                                   © Dr Ursula M de Jong 

7. The Bridgewater Bay 
Habitat Corridors project 
observations and discussion 
and some recommendations

Figure 10 report

7.1.1 Land Tenure across the 
study area
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7.1.2 Road reserve network
Survey of Road Reserve Network; one-way 
roads; road reserve protection methods; 
designating vehicle passing bays/ car parking 
bays; road reserve vegetation loss-
construction work adjacent properties; road 
reserves and other service uses
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7.1.3 Incremental vegetation /habitat 
loss

7.1.4 habitat corridors and indigenous 
vegetation mapping

7.1.5 Bushfire management

7.1.6 Flora and fauna data

7.1.7 Vacant Blocks/blue blocks – plant 
salvage/ rescue prior to development

7.1.8 Large old remnant banksias

7.1.9EVCs/Declline of coast tea trees 
and the future study area
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The NCG looks forward to working with our community, Friends Groups 
and volunteers and the MPS to foster biodiversity and habitat corridors 
on the Nepean Peninsula.

Next steps
A. Write all residents in the BB area
B. Organise a Biodiversity workshop with the MPS for the Nepean 
Peninsula community.

Thank you.




